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ABSTRACT

Ibn Rushd gave the theory of knowledge special attention as the base of
philosophy. Although Ibn Rushd did not devote a certain book for the theory of
knowledge but he discussed it within his view on the rational soul. This study aimes
to explain Ibn Rushd's theory of knowledge by discussing a group of questions
concerning the nature of knowledge, its possibility, sources, its limits, and the
criterion of truth. To achieve this analytical methodology has been used.

This study tackled the role of sense and mind in knowledge, and showed how
the perception occurred, the levels of knowledge and its boundaries, whether the ideas
are innate or acquired through experience, the subjectivity or objectivity of
knowledge, and the relation between nature and the supernatural. The criterion of
truth is based on the idea that the perceived images (forms) have two sort of
existence: sensible existence when it is in the matter, and rational existence when
abstracted, therefore, correspondence between images and ideas and the external
objects is the criterion of truth.

According to Ibn Rushd the mind is either theoretical or practical. Each has its
purposes and functions. The process of knowledge, the action of theoretical mind, is
linked to the faculty of imagination. Although the perception of images is confined to
man, it could be found in the nature of other animals, as a necessity to its survival and
safety, "such as weaving to the spiders' and the hexagonal shapes for bees, however,
the human beings supersede animals because they perceive these images as
Abstracted ideas.

The practical mind perceived the imagined images that are linked to his
actions, and to the practical virtues, such as courage, loyalty, friendship, because these
virtues are connected to an imaginary assessing of what should be done in a certain
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situation and certain manner, while the theoretical mind perceives the universals
without linking them with action. These universals, could not be perceived, unless
man possesses the faculty of thinking.

To perceive such universals man should go through many stages, starts with
the images of simple elements, then the images of the similar objects, by senses and
imagination. Hence knowledge starts with sense data, i.e sense experience and
imagination.

Therefore, universals should be preceded by sense and imagination. They
totally depend on these faculties. Sense and imagination need the faculty of memory
to keep the repetition of sensation, which leads to the creation of the universals, which
means that "such universals occur in time".

Ibn Rushd's ascending from the experience to the mental knowledge remains
within the idea of the unity of the rational soul. These powers of the soul are strongly
linked together, and this connection between them takes two forms: first from their
being, and the second is from knowledge and perception. This linkage between the
powers is strengthened due to the functions of the soul.



